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Nelson Family History 

 
 

• 1901 census shows George, his wife Mary and their 2 children living at 
9, Lister Hill, Sutton-in-Craven as follows: 

 

 

 

Name Age Work Birth place Birth year 

George (Head) 38 Worsted weaver Great Horton, Yorkshire 1863 - 1935 

Mary (wife) 31 Worsted spinner Bradford, Yorkshire 1870 - 1937 

Clara Novells 9  Sutton-in-Craven 1892 - 1977 

Joseph William 5  Sutton-in-Craven 1895 - 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

Lister Hill, Sutton-in-Craven 



 

• 1911 census shows that George and Mary had been married for 20 years 
and that of their 3 children born alive, 2 were still living and 1 had since 
died. It also shows the Nelson family now living at 47, Main Street, 
Sutton-in-Craven as follows: 

 
 

 

 

Name Age Work Birth place Birth year 

George (Head) 48 Weaver Horton Bank Top, Yorks 1863 - 1935 

Mary (wife) 41  Bradford, Yorkshire 1870 - 1937 

Clara Novells 19 Piece mender Sutton-in-Craven 1892 - 1977 

Joseph William 15 Factory hand warps twisting Sutton-in-Craven 1895 - 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Main Street, Sutton-in-Craven 

(source: Rachel Simpson & Richard Whiteoak from the Glyn Whiteoak collection) 



 

 
Sutton Highfield football team, Sutton-in-Craven 

(source: Rachel Simpson & Richard Whiteoak from the Glyn Whiteoak collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Joseph William Nelson (source: as above) 



 

World War 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It had been 99 years since Britain was last involved in a major European 
conflict following the defeat of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 

 

August 4th 1914 

 

Britain declares war on Germany 
 
 

In the autumn of 1914, the young men of the nation came from town and 
village to take the King's shilling and to offer him their dedicated services in 
defence of their homeland. From mills and mines, from shops and farms, 
from office chairs and civic departments, from loom, lathe, bench, plough 
and counter they flooded into the recruiting centres in answer to their 
nation's call for young manhood. These new recruits came to be known as 
‘Kitchener’s Volunteers’ 

 

The New Armies: "Kitchener's 

Volunteers" 



 

 
     Earl Kitchener recruitment poster 1914   Parliamentary Recruiting Committee  
                                                                                     London 1915 (May) 

 
 
 
 

  
British volunteers are taken in double-deckers to their training places, 1914 

These men would form Kitchener's New Army 
(source: The Bradford Pals Ralph N. Hudson 2nd Ed, 1993) 



 

Prior to enlistment, Joseph Nelson was employed at Messrs W. Smith 
joinery works Ltd, Crosshills. 

On the 5th July 1915, Joseph responded to the call and volunteered to enlist 
into the 1/6th battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment).  
 
He was 20 years and 9 months of age upon enlistment. His regimental 
number was 4551 and he commenced with the rank of Private. He was later 
promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal and was issued with the second 
regimental number 266827. 
 
 
 
 

 
(source: WW1 army service papers The National Archives) 

 
 
 
 
The West Riding Regiment raised 24 battalions during WW1 including the 
1/6th (Territorial Force) battalion at Skipton on 4th August 1914. 
 
 
 
 

 

WW1 Duke of Wellington’s  
(West Riding Regiment) Cap Badge  



 

OFFICERS SERVING IN THE 1/6TH BATTALION 

WEST RIDING REGIMENT INCLUDED 
 
 

Lieut-Colonel C.M. Bateman        

Capt A.B. Clarkson        

Capt N.B.Chaffers 
 

 
All Directors of T & M Bairstow’s Mill, Sutton-in-Craven 

 
 

 

 

(source: Craven’s Part in the Great War original 1919 volume owned by Andrew Monkhouse) 

 
 
 

Capt C.F. Horsfall  
 
 

Director of Hayfield Mill at Glusburn, son of Sir John & Lady Horsfall  



 

Officers of 1/6th West Riding Regiment group photo 

 
 
 

 
(source: Craven’s Part in the Great War original 1919 volume owned by Andrew Monkhouse) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
On the 30th October 1915, Joseph William Nelson and Miss Beatrice Mary 
Dewsnap of Barnsley, South Yorkshire were married at the West Lane 
Primitive Methodist Chapel in Keighley by the Reverend E. Bolton. 
 
Their son named Lord Leo Nelson (1916 – 1973), was born just over four 
months later on the 2nd March 1916 in the Registration District of Barnsley. 



 

Pte Joseph William Nelson entered the Theatre of War on the 24th June 
1916 when he embarked from Southampton and disembarked at Le Havre 
in France. 
 
 

 

 

          

 

MEDAL INDEX CARD for Joseph William Nelson (source: National Archives) 

 

 

 

 

 

(source: WW1 army service papers The National Archives) 



 

The Western Front 

 

 
The Western Front was the name applied to the fighting zone in France & 
Flanders, where the British, Commonwealth, French, Belgian and later 
American armies faced that of Germany.  
 
It was marked by a system of trenches and fortifications separated by an 
area known as No Man's land. These fortifications stretched 475 miles and 
precipitated a style of fighting known as trench warfare. 
 
From the moment the German army moved into Luxemburg on 2nd 
August 1914 to the Armistice on 11th November 1918, the fighting on the 
Western Front in France & Flanders never stopped.  
 
Just as there were quiet periods, there were also the most intense, savage, 
huge-scale battles the world has ever known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 WW1 German artillery barrage photographed at night 
(source: www.gwpda.org/photos) 



 

Gallantry Award 
 

 

 

In November 1917, Lance Corporal Joseph William Nelson was awarded 
the MILITARY MEDAL ‘For Bravery in the Field’ for gallant action 
near Ypres 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
L/Cpl Nelson’s original Military Medal  

(source: Andrew Monkhouse war medal collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
L/Cpl Nelson’s original Military Medal  

(source: Andrew Monkhouse war medal collection) 

 
 
 



 

 
Keighley News report dated 1st December 1917  
(source: photocopied by Robert Smith) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
(source: Craven’s Part in the Great War original 1919 volume owned by Andrew Monkhouse) 



 

  
Craven Herald News report December 1917  
NOTE: incorrect spelling of surname  

(source: photocopied by Robert Smith) 



 

The award was also announced in the London Gazette: 28th January 1918 
 
 
 
 

    
London Gazette entry, 1918 

(source: www.gazettes-online.co.uk) 

 

 



 

 Soldiers going over the top, WW1 
    

 
 
 
 
 
L/Cpl Nelson had been serving in France since June 1916.  
 
11 days before the Armistice (ceasefire) ended the Great War, L/Cpl Nelson 
was severely Wounded in Action on the 1st November 1918 with gun-shot 
wounds to the abdomen.  
 
He was invalided back to England and admitted to St Luke’s war hospital in 
Halifax on the 2nd December 1918. He was later transferred to another war 
hospital in Huddersfield and again transferred to Wharncliffe war hospital in 
Sheffield on the 4th August 1919. 
 
On the 19th May 1920 he was discharged from the army due to being “No 
longer physically fit for War Service”. 
 
Joseph William Nelson suffered considerably for several years as a direct 
result of the gun-shot wounds to the abdomen he sustained in the closing 
days of the Great War. He finally succumbed to these wartime injuries and 
passed away on the 17th August 1922 at Beckett’s Park Military Hospital, 
Leeds. 
 

 
 
 

He was 27 years of age 



 

 
Keighley News report dated 26th August 1922  
(source: photocopied by Robert Smith) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Joseph was interred at the Baptist burial ground, Sutton-in-Craven on the 
21st August 1922. It would appear that a tomb-stone bearing his name does 
not exist in this cemetery, despite the existence of a tomb-stone bearing the 
names of both his parents George & Mary and his sister Clara. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Baptist Chapel, Sutton-in-Craven 
(source: Andrew Monkhouse postcard collection) 

 
 

 

 

 

As Joseph died in 1922, one year after the unveiling of the Sutton-in-Craven 
war memorial in 1921, his name does not appear on the village Great War 
memorial.  

Neither was his name recorded on the St Thomas’ Church Roll of Honour 
recording the Great War ‘Fallen’ of Sutton-in-Craven. 

   
 



 

L/Cpl Joseph William Nelson was awarded the 
Military Medal, British War Medal & Victory Medal 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Original WW1 medal group  
(source: Andrew Monkhouse war medal collection) 

                        



 

Lest we Forget 

 

 

 

  
          

 

Joseph William Nelson 
  

(1895 – 1922) 
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T H E Y  S H A L L  N O T  G R O W  O L D ,  A S  W E  T H A T  A R E  
L E F T  G R O W  O L D  

 
 

A G E  S H A L L  N O T  W E A R Y  T H E M ,  N O R  T H E  Y E A R S  
C O N D E M N  
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W E  W I L L  R E M E M B E R  T H E M  
 
 

L A U R E N C E  B I N Y O N ,  1 8 6 9 - 1 9 4 3  

 

 
 

 

(Information compiled by Andrew Monkhouse 2013) 


